
Introduced by Council President Joost: 

RESOLUTION 2011-668
A RESOLUTION URGING FLORIDA LEGISLATURE TO AMEND Florida Statutes §790.06 to afford meeting of the governing body of a county OR MUNICIPALITY OR INDEPENDENT AGENCY OR AUTHORITY THE EXEMPTION AFFORDED THE STATE LEGISLATURE REGARDING THE AUTHORIZATION OF CARRYING A HAND GUN TO THE COMMITTEE, COMMISSION OR INDEPENDENT AGENCY OR AUTHORITY MEETINGS OF THE GOVERNING BODY; DIRECTING THE COUNCIL LEGISLATIVE SERVICES DIVISION TO PROVIDE COPIES OF THIS RESOLUTION TO THE DUVAL COUNTY LEGISLATIVE DELEGATION; REQUESTING EMERGENCY PASSAGE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Florida Statutes preempts regulation of firearms to the State of Florida; and


WHEREAS, Florida Statutes, Section 790.06 prohibits openly carrying handguns or concealed weapons or firearms into a number of locations; and


WHEREAS, the law does not appear to have uniform application; and


WHEREAS, although handguns are prohibited from any meeting of the Legislature or “any committee thereof”, handguns are only prohibited from any meeting of the governing body of a county, public school district, municipality or special district, but makes no reference to “any committee thereof”; and


WHEREAS, although handguns are prohibited from “any elementary or secondary school facility or administration building, “administration building” 
of the governing body, municipality, and special district are not included; now therefore
BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

Council Support. 
The City of Jacksonville hereby urges Florida Legislature to enact an amendment to Section 790.06 Florida Statutes to make Section 790.06(12)(a) apply uniformly.  Specifically to: (i) prohibit persons from openly carrying hand guns or concealed weapons into any public building used for meetings of the governing body of a county, public school district, municipality, independent authority, independent agency, or special district “or committee thereof”; the current law prohibits any person from openly carrying a handgun or concealed weapon to any meeting of the Legislature or committee thereof.  Local governments should be treated equally; and (ii) prohibit persons from openly carrying hand guns or concealed weapons to any meeting of the governing body of a county, public school district, municipality, or special district “or administration building thereof”; the current law prohibits any person from openly carrying a handgun or concealed weapon to any elementary or secondary school facility or administration building thereof.  Local governments should be treated equally.

Section 2.

Direction to Circulate. The City Council Legislative Services is hereby directed to provide copies of this resolution to the members of the Duval County Legislative Delegation.

Section 3.

Requesting Emergency Passage Pursuant to Council Rule 4.901 – Emergency. The sponsor is requesting emergency passage of this legislation.  The nature of the emergency is that the Legislature is currently considering and drafting legislation for the 2012 legislative session.
Section 4. Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

     /s/  Margaret M. Sidman     _ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Margaret M. Sidman
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